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Open Questions Regarding Some Pioneer Air 

Pieces and New Revelations   (Conclusion) 
by Hugo Ruoss 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) of December 2014, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of SBZ.  The first part was reprinted in TELL in May 2015.  The translation is by Rudy Keller. 

28 September 1913:  Aviation Day in Laufen 

 On 27th September 1913 Theo Borrer flew (it took 12 minutes) from 

Solothurn over the Jura to Laufen, to participate the next day in the flight 

meeting organized by the Verkehrsverein and to finish with a postal flight to 

Solothurn, for which a special air mail stamp was printed (Fig. 7). 

 Borrer took off in Laufen four times with his plane, although without 

passengers, because a rather strong high wind affected his flights. 

 A flight post office had been set up on the airstrip, at which the mail 

pieces received a special cancel “Schweiz. Flugpost Laufen – Solothurn 28.9.13”. 

 At 5 o’clock in the 

morning, the air mail was 

packed up and loaded for 

the main flight.  Borrer 

started without any problem 

with the air mail (there 

were only about 900 cards 

and letters), to fly in a wide 

arc to head in the direction 

of Grindel and then  

(continued on page 7) 
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Fig. 7.  The “LAUFEN” 
airmail stamp; the Ponnier-
Hanriot is not represented 
as clearly as on the 
Solothurn issue.  [The 
numbering of figures 
continues from the first part 
of this article, in May. -- Ed.] 

In the envelope with this issue of TELL, you 

are receiving the CD containing The Philately 

of Switzerland, 2nd edition. It is a pdf file 

which you can download to your computer or 

access from the disk.  Open with Adobe 

Acrobat and access the bookmark panel to 

jump to any section of the book. Additional 

copies can be purchased for $10; confer with 

Dick Hall.  Enjoy this second edition of our 

award-winning publication! 
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President's Message 
by Roger Heath 

 Neither torrential rain, hot weather, week-

end traffic congestion, nor the lack of onsite park-

ing could limit the success of our AHPS annual 

convention at NOJEX in Secaucus, NJ.  You can 

read about the social events and awards garnered 

by our members in Bruce Marsden's article.  This 

was a valuable event for all those attending. 

 Your AHPS Board met on Saturday morn-

ing and made a number of decisions.  

 First: with this issue of Tell, everyone will 

receive the CD version of our successful book edit-

ed by Dick Hall, Philately of Switzerland.  The 

book won a Gold medal in Stans, Switzerland in 

2012.  Comments heard via the grapevine indicate 

that the Swiss wish they had written the book 

first.  My advice is to read it from front to back. 

 Our 2018 convention will be held at 

SEAPEX in Seattle; that show has recently been 

awarded World Series of Philately status by the 

APS. 

 In the 1970s a group of AHPS members 

created a large card file index of Swiss philatelic 

references that has been stored for many years at 

the Western Philately Library under the care of 

Dale Eggen.  The Board approved paying to ship 

the six boxes to Paul Tremaine and George 

Struble, who have volunteered to scan and create 

electronic files of these cards.  The quality of the 

card file is not known at this time, but an effort 

must be made to save this information for future 

researchers, regardless.  After scanning is com-

plete, originals will be shipped to the American 

Philatelic Reference Library and archived.  Look 

for updates as this project continues. 

 SANDICAL is the location of our next an-

nual convention January 22 through 24, 2016.  We 

hope our California members will attend in full 

force and meet each other for the first time.  Any-

one considering winter as “stamp time” and visual-

izing themselves hunkered down surviving winter 

weather should find San Diego the place to be in 

January.  To quote Wikipedia - “Snow has been 

recorded falling on San Diego communities only 

five times in over 125 years of record-keeping”.  

Daytime temperatures can be expected to average 

65°.  As usual, many Swiss exhibits will be on dis-

play, and dealers are asked to bring Swiss materi-

al. 

 Our TELL editor, George Struble, has 

again made a request for volunteers to translate 

Swiss articles from European journals.  He is a 

great editor and can work with you on polishing up 

the translations.  Let him know that you will try 

an article and see how it goes.  You do not need to 

be an expert philatelist to translate, only a helpful 

volunteer who can read and write both German -- 

or French -- and English. 

 At the invitation of Bruce Marsden, web 

site developer Robert Kopacz gave an extensive 

presentation to the Board on how he would build a 

site for AHPS.  The Board asked questions and 

provided input.  Mr Kopacz is presently preparing 

a detailed plan and cost estimate for review before 

we proceed. 

 

2015 AHPS General 

Meeting at NOJEX 
by Roger Heath 

 Twenty members and guests attended the 

AHPS general meeting at NOJEX.     

 First on the agenda was to honor Harlan 

Stone for his years of service to our society.  First, 

in the future the Harlan F. Stone AHPS Service 

Award will be presented, at the discretion of the 

Board, to AHPS members who show an unusually 

high level of service to the Society.  Roger Heath 

read a biographical note listing Harlan’s many 

honors received from both AHPS and the American 

Philatelic Society.  Ken Martin, Executive Director 

of APS, presented the first of the newly named 

awards to Harlan himself.  Congratulations, Har-

lan. 

 Mike Peter was announced successor to 

Harlan Stone as awards chairman. Notice of future 

awards received by any AHPS member should be 

sent to Mike for inclusion in TELL. His email ad-

dress can be found in the "Officers" page in any 

issue of TELL. 

 
Harlan Stone receiving his award from Roger Heath and 
Ken Martin at our general meeting  
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 Several members brought philatelic items 

of interest to share with the group.  Of special note 

was a slide show the previous afternoon by Bruce 

Marsden titled, “Campione d’Italia.”  His presenta-

tion was a fine example of how philately can bring 

history to life: in this case, a unique community of 

Italians insulated from Musselini’s WWII Italy by 

Swiss territory on all sides. 

 Roger Heath described a book in progress 

titled Razor Cancel Handbook. He shares author-

ship with two German and two Swiss collectors.  

The definitive reference for these historic cancels, 

it will be published in Germany and will include 

much English text. Complete with illustrations 

and diagrams, this soft cover book is expected to be 

120 pgs.  After printing, bulk shipping to the US, 

and forwarding to your address, the cost should be 

$35.  The book is scheduled for release at the Ger-

man Sindelfingen Briefmarken Börse the last 

weekend of October.  To enjoy the bulk shipping 

savings contact Roger so quantities can be deter-

mined. 

 

Struble Wins NOJEX 

and Helvetia Grand 

Awards 

 George Struble’s six-frame exhibit 

“SCADTA Mail from and to Switzerland” won both 

the NOJEX  and Helvetia grand awards during the 

AHPS 2015 convention in Secaucus, New Jersey, 

on May 29-31.  This was its first exposure in a 

WSP-qualified national show.  The jury also 

awarded George the NOJEX best foreign sectional 

award.  Since this is his third win of the current 

Helvetia traveling, grand award plaque, he has 

now retired it.  His double grand award winning 

exhibit from a year ago, “Development of Swiss 

Airmail up to 1939”, was in the NOJEX court of 

honor and received a show prix d’honneur gold. 

 Michael Peter won the Helvetia gold for 

“Switzerland Registered Mail 1785-1863” along 

with a show gold and the American Philatelic Con-

gress Award for best write-up.  

 The Helvetia silver went to Roger Heath’s 

“Refused Mail of Switzerland”, which also earned a 

show gold, the APS research medal, the best auxil-

iary markings award, and the AAPE creativity 

award. 

 Bruce Marsden took the Helvetia bronze for 

“Pro Juventute Usages 1912-1926”, which also re-

ceived a show vermeil.  

 Another show vermeil went to Charles 

LaBlonde for “The Censorship of Swiss WWII Card 

Mail”. 

 Richard Hall received a show bronze for 

“Swiss Architectural Treasures as Shown on the 

1960-80 Definitive Series”. 

 In the one-frame competition, Michael Pe-

ter won the Helvetia best award for “Swiss Volun-

teers in the German Military During WWII”.  A 

show vermeil also went to this exhibit and to An-

thony Dewey’s “Service of Intellectual Aid to Pris-

oners of War”. 

 

Other Recent Winning Exhibits 

 John Barrett, “Karl Bickel, Swiss Design-

er/Engraver Extraordinaire”, MID-CITIES 14 

(Grapevine, Texas), silver.  

 Deepak Haritwal, “Machine Vended Post-

age Labels of Switzerland 1976-2011”, SESCAL 14, 

silver. 

 Roger Heath, " DeCoppet Razor Cancelers 

of Switzerland", PIPEX 2015, gold, AAPE Exhibit-

ing Excellence Award. 

 Charles LaBlonde, “Swissair Special 

Flights of 20 September 1944” (literature), 

CHICAGOPEX 14, silver.  " The Censorship of 

Swiss WW II Card Mail", PIPEX 2015, vermeil, 

United Postal Stationery Society Marcus White 

Award.  " The Suspension of United States Mail to 

Switzerland 1942-1945", PIPEX 2015, vermeil. 

 Bruce Marsden, “Pro Juventute Usages 

1912-1926”, WESTPEX 15, vermeil, AAPE award 

of honor; “A Trip to the Alps”, PHILATELIC 

SHOW 15, vermeil, AAPE award of honor. 

 Please note that Michael Peter is our new 

Awards Chair, replacing Harlan Stone, who has so 

 
George Struble receiving the NOJEX Grand award -- a 
handsome Hummel figurine of a mail coach 
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ably fulfilled that responsibility for many years.  

So please report your awards to Mike. 

 

Society Fun at NOJEX 

2015! 
by Bruce Marsden 

 AHPS members attending our convention 

at NOJEX 2015 had an opportunity to participate 

in numerous Society activities.   

 Friday’s program featured a Powerpoint 

presentation by yours truly telling the story of 

Campione d’Italia philately in the period surround-

ing World War II.  This was followed by a family-

style Italian feast at a nearby trattoria. 

 Saturday afternoon saw our annual mem-

bership meeting including a show-and-tell session 

followed by the NOJEX awards banquet for exhibi-

tors and friends. 

 On Sunday morning we held our “secret 

swap meet” in the NOJEX suite and later, mem-

bers crowded around the society’s show table to 

examine an inherited collection brought in by a 

member of the public for evaluation; it was high-

lighted by three pages of Cantonal issues including 

multiple double Genevas and Basel Doves. 

 Individual travel during the show led to fun 

adventures in nearby Manhattan.  Mike and Tiffa-

ny Peter found the “best Peking Duck ever” at Chef 

Ho’s restaurant on the Upper East Side and Dick 

and Yolanda Hall took advantage of an opportuni-

ty to visit the September 11th Memorial at the 

World Trade Center.   

 Don’t forget that everyone will have anoth-

er opportunity to visit New York next year when 

World Stamp Show-NY2016 opens for its 8 day run 

May 28-June 4.  We hope to have an AHPS pro-

gram and “Dutch treat” dinner at a French bistro 

on Monday May 30 (Memorial Day).  Details to fol-

low. 

 

 
AHPS members at our Friday evening dinner 
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Our Brother and Sister 

Societies Overseas 
by George Struble 

 AHPS has more company than I knew.  Of 

course, we have all known of the main Swiss socie-

ty, the Verbandes Schweizerischer Philatelisten-

verein – or, in French, Fédération des Societés 

philatéliques suisse.  We are grateful for the sup-

port it gives us, including permission to reprint 

articles from its journal, the Schweizer 

Briefmarken Zeitung, or SBZ.  Without that re-

source, TELL would be a much more anemic publi-

cation! 

 We have also been aware of the Helvetia 

Philatelic Society of Great Britain, and of its Bulle-

tin.  Its editor, Richard Donithorn, has made that 

Bulletin an excellent publication, reporting on the 

meetings of the society and its Northern and 

Southern sections, and good philatelic articles – 

some reprinted from TELL.  I am grateful to be 

able to reprint some of their articles too. 

 In the Netherlands is the Studiegroep 

Zwitserland, which, under the editorship of Wim 

Jacobi, publishes the quarterly Jungfraupost.  Its 

articles look good to me; I wish I could read Dutch! 

 In Germany our counterpart is 

Arbeitsgeneinschaft Schweiz e.V., which publishes 

a good-looking and informative journal.  Its editor, 

Hans Zinken, and I have started to exchange cop-

ies of our journals, and I look forward to reprinting 

some of their articles from time to time.  Hans is 

also working with Roger Heath on the definitive 

razor cancels book. 

 Back in Switzerland is the quarterly jour-

nal Rhône Philatélique, published by the Entente 

Philatélique Valais, for the French-speaking phi-

latelists in Switzerland.  It is a useful journal with 

good articles not restricted to Swiss philately, but 

including news of the many local stamp clubs in 

French-speaking Switzerland.  Its new editor, 

Jean-Louis Emmenegger, is a prolific philatelic 

writer; you have read his articles in TELL. 

 There are also specialty societies in Swit-

zerland -- probably more than I know of. 

 The Schweizerischen Aerophilatelisten 

Verein, or SAV, publishes a journal twice a year; it 

also publishes -- but not on a regular schedule -- 

the Schweizerischen Luftpost Handbuch, which is 

the bible for all us airmail collectors! 

 The Swiss journal Ganzsachensammler, 

edited by Albrik Wiederkehr, is devoted to postal 

stationery.  See its "ad" (reciprocal) in most issues 

of TELL. 

 The Schweizerischer Verein der 

Poststempelsammler is devoted to the study of 

cancelations and related marking; it publishes a 

journal  Der Poststempelsammler. 

 

 

Addendum to the article "The 

Printers of Swiss Stamps" by 

Rchard Donithorn and Richard T. 

Hall" in the March 2015 TELL: 

The stamps attributed to Stralfors were printed by 

Tesa Bandfix, with the exception of Z1026, which 

should be listed under Stralfors: 

1026    2001    A-rate definitive self-adhesive coil 

and booklet stamp  

 

An AHPS member may publish two one-inch 

non-commercial ads in TELL every year.  Many 

members run one two-inch ad instead.  Send 

copy to the TELL editor by the first day of Feb-

ruary, April, June, August, October, or Decem-

ber. 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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Good to Know! 

The Rayon Types: Part C. Rayon II ( Zumstein 16) 
by Werner Gattiker 

This article was published in July 2014 as part of a series in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is re-
printed here with the gracious permission of the author and the Helvetia Society.  Other articles in the series will 
be published in TELL from time to time.  This particular article is the third of a four-part series on Rayon Types, 
which will be completed in the next issue of TELL. 

 The Rayon II stamp (10 Rp. denomination) lasted unchanged 

throughout the Rayon period from 1850 to 1854.  The design, production 

and layout are very similar to the Rayon I (Z. 15), except that Rayon II 

stamps have a yellow background colour instead of the dark blue colour of 

the first Rayon I.  For the collector typing or plating this stamp, however, 

a subtle difference will be noticed.  I do not know why (maybe the designer 

was tired of drawing so much detail 40 times onto the Rayon II original 

plate, after finishing the Ortspost / Poste Locale and then the Rayon I 

plates), but the background design of scrolls and wavy lines (“squiggles”) is 

markedly less dense and detailed on the 10rp Rayon II than in the 2½ rp 

and 5 rp designs, making it clearer and easier for the plating enthusiast to 

follow.   

 The layout of the 

original  Rayon II plate (or 

“stone”) is the same as for 

the Rayon I: The forty indi-

vidually drawn Types are 

arranged in 5 rows of 8 

stamps, as shown in the 

TYPE TABLE now available 

to view, enlarge and print on 

our Society Website 

www.swiss-philately.co.uk (click on “Federal  Issues” and use the enlargements available which you can 

yourself enlarge even more on your screen for maximum detail).  When attempting to determine the Type 

of a stamp, the background “squiggles” are normally the easiest component of the design to compare, as 

they tend to be very different in each Type.  To begin with I would concentrate on one small part of the 

stamp.  Personally I tend to start with the top left corner, but you can use any part of the stamp, so just to 

be different, let us compare the bottom right corner of three randomly picked Types shown above. 

 Apart from the variations in the squiggly background lines, note the marked differences in the 

size and shape of  “Rp.”, and also observe the different shapes of the small worm-like arabesques ex-

tending from the lower left and right of the the circle around Rp.; in Type 39 the lower right one is 

completely missing!  It is missing also on Type 36, by the way.  There are other such peculiarities 

which occur only on one or very few of the 40 Types, such as the ring of the posthorn broken on top in 

Type 29.  

 Determining Rayon Types sounds quite easy now, but there are some pitfalls that can pose 

problems.  The main  one is postmarks obscuring the very part of the design you want to inspect.  

Even light grille postmarks can be a problem as  the postmark colour,  if  black,  is  very similar  to the 

black ink used to print  these  stamps.  Blue postmarks on Rayon I (Z.17) can be even more trouble-

some.  Another factor is poor stamp printing: both heavy smudgy printing as well as very light im-

pressions can be a problem.  In the latter case the squiggly lines may show interruptions or even bits 

missing,  so the collector will  need a little imagination sometimes to complete the picture. 

     
Type 5            Type 31                 Type 39 
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Hint 2 on Rayon I from Jonathan Cartwright 

After the ‘hint’ about types 9 and 11, 

based on the idea that certain Types 

give themselves away by ‘omission’ or 

‘addition’, here is another example 

about ‘omission’.  Look at the picture of 

an edit from the Type Table (on the 

next page). There are two stamps 

which are missing something. Can you 

see which they are, and what it is that 

is wrong ? 

 The right hand outer border of 

Type 25, and the left hand outer border 

of Type 26 have gaps, and this is true 

of all 25/26 stamps, irrespective of the 

Stone.  

 

The next of these special Rayon 'Good-

to-Know!'s will  deal with Rayon III. 

 

 

Open Questions Regarding Some Pioneer Air 

Pieces and New Revelations   (Conclusion) 
(continued from page 1)  disappear behind the 

blue Jura mountains.  As he reached the level of 

Schelten the engine suddenly failed, such that the 

pilot had to land in a little high valley between 

the Rohrbachgraben and the lower Probstenberg.  

On landing a wing hit the ground and splintered.  

The flight ended with a total destruction of the 

Ponnier-Hanriot plane.  Fortunately, pilot and 

mechanic remained without any injury.  (It was 

also said “pilot and passenger" – who was that? – 

Fig. 8) 

 Borrer recovered the mail items, of which 

some cards and letters were soiled with oil, from the 

wreckage and walked, with his passenger, the air-

mail bag on his back, to Welschenrohr and then 

rode in a buggy to the village of Gänsbrunnen, 

which is situated on the railroad line to Solothurn.  

The bag with the mail then reached Solothurn by 

train.  With the evening train arriving in Solothurn 

at 20.30 hours, it finally reached its destination af-

ter all.  The post office there was still open, and the 

mail pieces got an arrival cancelation in Solothurn.  

We thus have here a combination of air mail with 

emergency landing, courier mail, mail by coach, and 

mail by train. 

 

 
Fig. 9.  A card originating in Laufen with traces of oil,  arrival 
cancel on the regular stamp 

 
Fig. 8.  Emergency Landing of Borrer in the Rohrbachgraben 
near Welschenrohr on 28 September 1913 
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 By the way, the mail of this pioneering 

flight has to be considered the first Swiss crash 

mail.  (The emergency landing on March 31, 

1913 in Niederglatt by pilot Favre cannot be 

viewed as crash mail.)  I have copies of seven 

pieces -- two letters and five cards -- contaminat-

ed with oil (Figs. 9 and 10).  I estimate that a to-

tal of 20 to 30 such cards exist.  I am aware that 

all letters and cards of Laufen – Solothurn sur-

vived this accident, but it would have been nice if 

the postal service had marked the damaged piec-

es with a cancel indicating: “Polluted by oil / 

Damage as a consequence of the emergency land-

ing in Welschenrohr; Swiss Postal Authority, 28 

September 1913.” 

 It is remarkable that for the Borrer-

flights to Weissenstein and Laufen-Solothurn the 

regular stamps were not canceled with the place 

of origin, or with the special cancel of the event, 

but rather with a cancel on arrival, which is not common postal practice. 

 Essentially all cards from Laufen received on 28 September 1913 the arrival cancel of Solothurn  on 

the regular stamp, while the majority of the letters were marked with the special cancel on the regular 

stamp and the arrival cancel as an additional cancel, which was correct according to postal rules (Fig. 10).   

 The postal authority of the Basel district afterwards objected to these cancelations, as a letter dated 

30 September 1913 to the OPD in Bern indicates:  

“Up to now, regular stamp and air stamp have been canceled by the sending location, as is the or-

der for all post offices for all postage stamps.  In this special case (Laufen – Solothurn)  the pilot 

did not land in Solothurn, so the cancelation with  --Solothurn -- is therefore unauthorized.”  “In 

future Air Mail events, both stamps and cards will be cancelled with the air mail postmark of the 

event by the actual office of origin, as has hitherto been the practice on cards.    The district postal 

directorate Basel (Basel)…….Liechtensteiger” 

 

17 August 1913:  Aviation Day 

Solothurn with air mail flight up 

to the Weissenstein 

 There are still strong doubters who do 

not believe the version presented in the Swiss 

Airmail Manual that not Borrer but Labarre ex-

ecuted the flight up to the Weissenstein.  We 

would have clear proof if there were photos of 

the take-off in Solothurn or of the landing on the 

Weissenstein.  In all photos of passenger flights 

of Borrer with Labarre, J. Lochbrunner and 

Stauffer, the passengers are in the front seat and 

pilot Borrer is in the rear seat  (Fig. 11). 

 

Supplementary Information to the Flight Meeting in Basel of 22 March 

1914 (Historical Part Nr. 387) 

 Present were the French acrobat pilots Montmain, Stoeffler, and Poulet, and Borrer as well.  The 

French had lighter planes than Borrer and he was advised not to fly. 

 
Fig. 10.  A letter off Laufen, soiled with oil; canceled with special 
cancel, arrival cancel as  secondary cancel 

 
Fig. 11.  Theodor Borrer (behind) with Edmond Labarre (in front) 
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 The catalogs note:  “Fatal crash of Borrer after a looping”, which is not 

quite correct, as it was after the third looping. 

 From the Solothurn newspaper of March 1934 (1914? -- Ed.): 

“ …. Borrer achieved the unbelievable and imposed his unbendable 

will on his machine to conduct two loopings one after the other!  This 

was the high point of your aeronautical career, the most magnificent 

moment of your life, courageous comrade!  Again he initiates a looping 

-- climbs, turns, falls, pulls out -- and the envious death reaches into 

the tension cables: cables break, linen rips apart, wood splinters, the 

heavy machine tumbles down deep, the roaring chant of the giant bird 

is silenced.  Theodor Borrer is killed in action on the field of honor.  A  

comrade.” 

 My thanks go to Mr. Markus Flückiger and Mr. Max Bircher, who 

transmitted to me very valuable tips, old newspaper articles, and copies of 

cards and stamp sheets. 

 

Hugo Ruoss 1932-2015 
This tribute is drawn in large part from an obituary by René Koller, vice president of the SAV. 

 With the unexpected death of Hugo Ruoss on March 23 at age 83, 

Swiss aerophilately has lost its foremost researcher.  His research was pri-

marily in the historical era and the pioneer flights, and his findings were often 

eye-opening.  The articles published in TELL in this and previous issues are 

good examples. 

 Ruoss was closely linked with aviation, as he worked for Swissair from 

1953, apart from a very few side excursions.  He occupied a managerial posi-

tion in the administration of freight and accounting. 

 Hugo Ruoss joined the Swiss Aerophilatelic Society (SAV) in 1962.  He 

was also a member of the Philatelic Club of Swissair (PCS).  Early on, he cre-

ated himself routes for first flights and special flights, which are still today 

highly coveted.  In addition, he was very active for the SAV, as an officer and 

board member, such as, in the Catalogue Committee.  Over time he made a name for himself as an expert 

in aerophilately.  He also assumed, for several years, the responsibility as aerophilatelic evaluator and ex-

pert of the SAV.  He was also the lead aerophilatelic expert in the Verband Briefmarken Prüfer Schweiz 

(VBPS).  The quality of the last several editions of the Schweizerisches Luftposthandbuch, bible of all Swiss 

airmail collectors, owes much to his efforts.  

  

 
Fig. 12.  The air mail stamp 
of Solothurn  picturing 
Borrer's Ponnier-Hanriot 
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What Happened in Lisbon? 
by Charles J. LaBlonde 

 At the outset I would like to thank Mike White for 

bringing this most interesting letter to my attention. At 

first glance it does not appear to be anything exciting.  It 

was written in Ashford and posted to Zürich, Switzerland 

from Hampstead, Great Britain (GB) on 2 September 1940.  

The sender correctly marked the letter for the Lisbon route 

and properly paid the 5d airmail rate for Switzerland.  GB 

London Censor Number 1211 examined the letter.  But 

close examination of the right hand side reveals a censor 

opening and resealing marked, “Commissione Prov. di 

Censura Roma *18* and a closer, “Verificato per censura.”  

What was this all about?  Why have I seen only two of these 

in 30 years of collecting Swiss World War II mail? 

 What conclusions might we reach by examining the 

voyage of this simple letter, starting with its origin in GB? 

It is instructional to paraphrase the series of weekly Brit-

ish Overseas Mail Branch (OMB) Reports for the summer 

of 1940, at the time that Italy decided to enter the war. 

01 Jun - All mail for Portugal sent via British 

Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) survey 

flight on 28 May.  Irregular service to Paris con-

tinued. 

08 Jun - Twice weekly BOAC service to Lisbon, 

started 4 June.  Spain & Portugal mail.  No overt 

mention of mail for Switzerland. 

15 Jun - Two BOAC flights to Lisbon this week.  

One flight to Tours. 

22 Jun - All France flights suspended.  Flights to Lisbon only on an “ad hoc” basis, when a flying 

boat is available. 

29 Jun - Two BOAC flights made with mail for Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar. 

06 Jul - One BOAC flight made with mail for Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar. 

13 Jul - Regular twice weekly BOAC service to Lisbon initiated this week.20 Jul - Twice weekly 

service to Lisbon and first mention of using the Lisbon route for mail to Switzerland. 

20 Jul - Twice weekly BOAC service to Lisbon and first mention of using the Lisbon route for mail 

to Switzerland. 

27 Jul - Lisbon BOAC flight frequency now three times per week, scheduled to connect with Pan 

American Airways (PAA) Clipper Transatlantic departures.  Vatican and Switzerland mail were 

specifically noted. 

03 Aug - Lisbon BOAC flight frequency now four times per week.  Added flight not tied to PAA 

Clipper departures, but intended particularly for European (Switzerland) mail. 

10 Aug - Four BOAC Lisbon flights operated, all on time. 

17 Aug - Four BOAC Lisbon flights operated, all on time. 

24 Aug - Four BOAC Lisbon flights operated, all on time.  Starting next week six BOAC round 

trips planned. 

31 Aug - Six BOAC lisbon flights operated, all on time. 

07 Sep - Six BOAC Lisbon flights operated, on 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7 September. 
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 Our letter to Switzerland dated 2 September 1940 should have been carried to Lisbon between 2 

and 7 September, depending upon its delay time in the GB Censorship.  It appears from the above records 

that the BOAC service to Switzerland via Lisbon started in late June, following a series of survey flights. 

 The Switzerland end of this correspondence is more challenging to analyze in detail because the 

Swiss wartime postal bulletins (Communications postales avec l’étranger par voies de terre, de mer at des 

airs, abbreviated CPAL) were issued monthly (sometimes with supplements).  In times of turmoil the 

printed word nearly always trailed real world events. 

 Swissair operated a workday flight Locarno-Magadino to Rome from 18 March to 25 June 1940.  

The CPAL of 1 May 1940 shows the Swissair flight connecting in Rome with the Ala Littoria flight from 

Rome to Lisbon via Barcelona and Madrid. Mail to and from the USA as well as the GB mail used this 

route. 

 The 1 June 1940 CPAL still showed this route as viable but Switzerland finally suspended mail to 

GB on 22 June 1940 (Amtsblatt Number 111).  GB letters to Switzerland from late June 1940 also show 

suspension and return to sender markings. 

 While all of this was occurring, Swiss mail to the neutral USA was still sent via Rome to Lisbon 

where it met the Clippers.  The mail was assembled at the Chiasso 2 post office and sent to Rome by rail 

because the Swissair Locarno - Rome flight was no longer operating.  My latest airmail letter to the USA 

clearly showing the Chiasso - Rome route is dated 8 November 1940. 

 For GB mail July/August 1940 was a period of adjustment for the Swiss Post Office.  The 1 July 

CPAL still showed all Swiss mail to GB in suspension.  I own no Swiss mail to GB for the month of July 

1940.  Examples would be most welcome. 

 By 1 August 1940 the GB surface mail to and from Switzerland was being transported by rail/ 

truck, across unoccupied France, to Lisbon.  In the PTT Amtsblatt of 8 August 1940 we read, “As of 8 Au-

gust 1940 regular mail and registered mail may be sent to GB by air mail.  The aircraft will operate four 

times weekly in both directions.”  (This tallies with the GB OMB reports noted above).  The Swiss pro-

cessing office for the mail to GB was the Geneva 1 post office.  At this time the surcharge for Swiss airmail 

to GB was raised from 10 centimes to 30 centimes per 20 grams.  

 The regular CPAL of 1 September 1940 again published the possibility of airmail to GB, departing 

Geneva at 0650 by rail for Lisbon, to meet the four times weekly BOAC flight.  The Swiss did not yet know 

that the BOAC flights had been increased to 6 weekly.  By 19 September 1940 the PTT Amtsblatt did an-

nounce the 6 weekly flights between Lisbon and GB.  

 So, after all of this mid-summer turmoil, what of our wayward 2 September 1940 letter from GB to 

Switzerland with Roman censorship. 

1. Nothing in the above reported postal arrangements accounts for the letter being in Rome in early 

September. 

2. Because July to September 1940 was a very hectic period for the mail between GB and Switzerland, 

the possibility of a letter being misrouted in Lisbon cannot be viewed with surprise.  The mail from 

GB to Switzerland still came to Lisbon, but from Lisbon it was supposed to travel to Geneva and no 

longer via Rome. 

 But what of the Rome censorship?  Immediately after Italy entered the war on 10 June 1940, two 

varieties of censor offices appeared.  For military mail there were “Commissioni di Censura Posta 

Militare.”  For civil mail there were “Uffici Provinciali di Censura.”  These were located in the main post 

office of each province. 

 Having two different organizations conducting censorship caused great confusion and as early as 

July 1940 the military censorship offices were abandoned.  The Ministry of the Interior decided to concen-

trate all censor operations in a series of “Commissioni Provinciali di Censura” located in each province.  For 

identification purposes the provincial offices were numbered, with Rome being assigned Number 18.  This 

is the marking we see on our letter. 

 After several months Italy added the letter R to all censor office numbers.  Rome then became 18R. 

The Roman 18 without R on our letter may be viewed as quite scarce. 

 Please report other letters of this type to the author. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall CPhH 

 New member Richard VanGorder recently wrote with an interesting question.  He asked how long I 

had been reporting on post office closings in Switzerland.  The short answer is fifteen years.  The better 

answer is that I began reporting these changes when the Swiss Post initiated its “review and moderniza-

tion of the out-of-date post office network” in 2001.  Part of this effort was the creation of the post office 

agencies which I have described in previous columns.  These are the facilities in small villages located in 

the market or similar business.  No mail is cancelled at these facilities and mail is franked with computer-

generated labels. 

 To show the extent of the modernization effort, one only has to look at the number of post offices by 

year.  The following table shows these numbers. 

 

Year Total Post Offices Agencies 

1983 3897 3897  

1984 3881 3881  

1985 3880 3880  

1986 3868 3868  

1987 3858 3858  

1988 3847 3847  

1989 3835 3835  

1990 3830 3830  

1991 3824 3824  

1992 3801 3801  

1993 3765 3765  

    

2000 3385   

2001 3177   

2002 2921   

2003 2722   

2004 2585   

2005 2531 2396 135 

2006 2493 2364 129 

2007 2469 2319 150 

2008 2408 2200 208 

2009 2348 2062 286 

2010 2313 1955 358 

2011 2278 1851 427 

2012 2254 1757 497 

2013 2231 1662 569 

2014 2222 1562 660 

 

 The data for the period 1983-1993 are taken from an article in the November 1994 TELL entitled 

“The Quiet Death of Post Offices”.  I could not find the breakdown of Post Offices and Agencies for the 

years 2000-2004.  Nevertheless, these data are striking.  The rapid growth of Agencies and the decline in 

the number of Post Offices continues.  Where it will stop is the big question. 

 Since many of the smaller post offices that are being closed had K-cancels, one might wonder if col-

lecting K-cancels might become a “dead country” phenomenon.  Rest assured, we are a long way from that 

point.  There are still 788 K-cancels in use, including the following seven which have been in use since 

1964! 

  K359      6023 Rothenburg (LU)   from August 17, 1964 

  K56a      6644 Orselina (TI)   from September 7, 1964 
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  K77a      6716 Acquarossa (TI)  from September 7, 1964 

  K361      2013 Colombier / NE (NE)  from September 7, 1964 

  K363      6170 Schüpfheim (LU)  from September 7, 1964 

  K130a      7524 Zuoz (GR)   from October 29, 1964 

  K366      3752 Wimmis (BE)   from November 16, 1964 

 If you are interested, I can send you an Excel file listing these 788 K-cancels.  If you want it elec-

tronically, it’s free.  A hard copy will set you back 2 bucks, post paid. 

 

This month’s chronicle of post office closings includes several that had K-cancels, some in use over 40 

years! 

1.  On May 13, 2015, the post office at 9464 Rüthi (Rheintal) (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9463 Oberriet SG] [K-cancel K 506 was last used on that date after almost 46 years] 

2.  On May 15, 2015, the post office at 4538 Oberbipp (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 4537 Wiedlisbach]  

 [K-cancel K 573 was last used on that date after over 43 years] 

3.  On May 16, 2015, the post office at 6318 Walchwil (canton Zug) was closed [assumed by 6318 Walchwil]  

 [K-cancel K 736 was last used on that date] 

4.  On May 23, 2015, the post office at 8806 Bäch (canton Schwyz) was closed [assumed by 8832 Wollerau]  

 [K-cancel K 1223 was last used on that date] 

5.  On May 29, 2015, the post office at 2864 Soulce (canton Jura) was closed [assumed by 2800 Delémont 1]  

 [K-cancel K 1377 was last used on that date] 

6.  On June 6, 2015, the post office at 3988 Ulrichen (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3998 Reckingen VS]  

 [K-cancel K 603 was last used on that date after almost 42 years] 

7.  On June 13, 2015, the post office at 7134 Obersaxen Meierhof (canton Graubünden) changed its name to 7134 

Obersaxen.  The post office opened on June 15, 2015, with the new name. 

8.  On June 19, 2015, the post office at 3953 Leuk Stadt (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3952 Susten]  

 [K-cancel K 1231 was last used on that date] 

9.  On June 20, 2015, the post office at 1312 Eclépens (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1304 Cossonay] 

10.  On June 23, 2015, the post office at 8552 Felben-Wellhausen (canton Thurgau) was closed  

 [assumed by 8500 Frauenfeld 1] [K-cancel K 1316 was last used on that date] 

11.  On June 27, 2015, the post office at 9422 Staad  

 (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9400 Rorschach]  

 [K-cancel K 765 was last used on that date] 

12.  On July 4, 2015, the post office at 5614 Sarmenstorf  

 (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5615 Fahrwangen] 

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

  

Wanted: Airmail covers from Colombia to 

Switzerland in the 1930s.  George Struble, 

gstruble@willamette.edu, 503-364-3929 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2015-16 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Charles LaBlonde 

15091 Ridgefield Lane 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

clablonde@aol.com 

 
 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
20 Whitney Road 
Short Hills, NJ 07078  
Home: 973-218-9774 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
bmarsden@verizon.net 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 

 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 
  

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 
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AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

January 2016: SANDICAL, San Diego, CA; 

Contact: Michael Peter 

March 2017: St. Louis, Mo.; Contact: Michael 

Peter 

September 2018: SEAPEX, Seattle, WA 
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mailto:rtravis@alum.mit.edu
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
mailto:gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com
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Lake Steamer Mail on Lake Constance 
by Rick Blaney 

 Here is a cover that is screaming for some answers.  I'm hoping that with the wealth of knowledge 

within the AHPS that an answer can be pieced together.   This is what I see on the cover and what I know 

to date. 

 There is a light pencil marking on the back "Lake Constance ship mail ..........."  however, I can't de-

cipher the balance of the writing.   This may be very important in answering some of my question, or not. 

 Lake Constance, a.k.a. the Bodensee, is bordered 

by Switzerland to the South, Germany to the North & 

West and Austria to the East.  Lake Constance is an 

international waterway and letters posted on board can 

use stamp from any of the three countries. 

 In the upper right corner is a marking "Gebühr 

bezahlt" translating to "Fee paid."  The marking 

measures approx. 14mm x 31mm in purple.  And there 

is a Lörrach CDS dated 27 April 1946.  The letter is ad-

dressed to Bonn on the Rhine, British Zone, Germany.  

Registered etiquette from Lörrach, Germany, a Lörrach 

CDS 27.April 1946, and a receiving CDS, Bonn 3 May 

1946. 

 Single franked with a 20 centimes Mt. San Sal-

vatore stamp on the back and canceled with a 

ZOLLAMT RIEHEN (Customs Official)  cancel with 

date in a floating bridge and a large Swiss cross at the 

bottom.  Lörrach, Germany is approx 4.5 Kilometers to 

the North of Riehen, Switzerland. 

 Riehen is located West of Lake Constance on the 

Rhine River. I am assuming that the lake steamer was 

Swiss as the sender was from Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 Now the questions: 

 Was the purple "Fee Paid" stamp applied aboard 

the Lake Steamer? 

 Was the 20 centimes Mt. San Salvatore stamp applied at the Custom Station or applied aboard 

ship? 

 Did Lake Steamers continue down the Rhine River to Riehen? 

 What would have been the rate charged aboard the ship, the 20 centimes Inland Swiss rate, the 30 

centimes Foreign Letter rate or the Border Traffic Letter rate of 20 centimes? 

 The Swiss registered surcharge was 30 centimes I assume that this rate applied, is that correct? 

 The Lörrach CDS has an "S" at the bottom, could this stand for Ship Mail? 

 Why no Ship Post Office (SPO) marking or  ship cachet or cancel identifying the ship? 

 I was unable to find any answers in Felix Ganz's great work Postal Cancellations and Markings in 

Switzerland; there was, however, some very interesting information on the subject of Ship Mail.  

 So it appears to me that Frau Professor Ganliner from Lausanne posted and paid the postage for 

this letter aboard a Lake Steamer (unidentified) where the purple "Fee paid" rubber stamp was applied.  

The ship continued down the Rhine River to Riehen where a 20 centimes Mt. San Salvatore stamp was ap-

plied and canceled at the customs office; then the letter crossed into Germany and was canceled at Lörrach 

on 27 April 1946 and the Registered etiquette was applied.  The letter went through the German postal 

system and was received at BONN on 3 May 1946.   I don't know what postal rates would apply. 

 Can anyone answer any of the questions?   Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
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